CHAPTER X
BLOODY SUNDAY AND THE FIRST SOVIET
IN the early days of the Russo-Japanese war, General
Kuropatkin on one occasion reproached Plehve, I recollect,
with having been the only Minister to desire the Russo-
Japanese war and make common cause with the clique of
political adventurers who had dragged the country into it,
"Alexey Nikolayevich (i.e., Kuropatkin)/' retorted Plehve,
"you are not familiar with Russia's internal situation.  We
need a little victorious war to stem the tide of revolution?
History made a mockery of the calculations of Plehve
and his like.   Instead of enhancing the prestige and increas-
ing the physical resources of the regime, the war, with its
endless misery and disgrace, completely sapped the system's
vitality and laid bare its utter rottenness before the eyes of
Russia and of the world generally, so that the population,
whose needs had been neglected for many years by a corrupt
and inefficient government, finally lost its patience and fell
into a state of indescribable confusion,
I shall begin my narrative of the revolutionary upheaval
of 1905-1906 with my reminiscences relating to the events
of January 9,1905, a day which in the annals of the Russian
revolution is known as Bloody Sunday.
A certain Sergey Zubatov, a notorious agent-provocateur,
is responsible for the idea of combatting the revolution by
applying the principle of "knock out one wedge with an-
other." He inaugurated a system which aimed at fighting
the revolution with its own weapons and tactics, and which
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